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Throughout history, certain documents have not only reflected the
aspirations of their time but also helped shape the moral compass of the
generations that followed. Foundational charters and declarations—though
born in specific moments—often require renewal as societies evolve and
our understanding deepens.

Consider the Magna Carta of 1215, widely regarded as the cornerstone of
modern democracy and the rule of law. In fact, it was revised and reissued
multiple times in the 13th century, each version reflecting shifts in
governance and public demand. The United States Constitution, too, has
grown through 27 amendments—crucial updates that abolished slavery,
expanded voting rights, and protected individual freedoms. And while the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) remains one of the most
significant articulations of global dignity, it has been joined by powerful
supplementary declarations—on the rights of women, children, Indigenous
peoples, people with disabilities, and most recently, the environment.

These documents matter because Words Shape Worlds. Original
charters express the ideals of their time, but their power is also in
their capacity to evolve—to include voices previously unheard, to
respond to emerging crises, and to renew our shared
commitments.

In 2009, the Charter for Compassion was launched at the United Nations
as a call to return compassion to the center of our lives, institutions, and
communities. Written by a group of visionary thinkers and spiritual leaders
and inspired by Karen Armstrong’s Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life,
the Charter sparked a global movement. Since then, nearly 600
Compassionate Communities have taken root in over 55 countries.

Now, as we approach the Charter’s 16th anniversary, we recognize the
need to write the next chapter—together.

We are inviting you to help co-create Charter for Compassion 2.0:
a renewed, inclusive, and forward-looking expression of
compassion that honors the original vision while reflecting the
urgent needs and rich diversity of our world today.

This is your invitation to take part in a global conversation:

 What must compassion look like in a world facing climate collapse,
mass migration, and deepening inequality?

 How do we ensure the Charter affirms the dignity of all people—
especially those marginalized or overlooked?

 What new language, values, or commitments must be named to reflect
our interconnected responsibilities—to one another, to all living beings, and
to the Earth itself?
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Just as historic documents have been amended or supplemented to reflect
changing realities, so too must the Charter grow—rooted in its original
moral clarity, yet expansive enough to carry us forward.

Let’s build the future with the same moral imagination that created the
Charter in the first place.

With gratitude and solidarity,

The Charter for Compassion Team

Share your voice and help shape
The Charter for Compassion 2.0

 

News, Programs, and Webinars

Compassionate Action
Conference 2025:
Replay Access Now Available!

https://forms.gle/ChDVkDtph6yiz5WX9
https://charterforcompassion.civiplus.net/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=24
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Did you miss the live event?

Now you can watch all the powerful talks, inspiring panels, and meaningful
conversations from the Compassionate Action Conference — on your own
time.

For just $10* USD, get on-demand access to the full set of replays
on RingCentral for an entire year!

 Why Purchase the Replays? 

- Revisit keynote speakers and thought leaders from around the globe

- Explore powerful sessions on compassion, justice, education, youth
leadership, community healing, and more

- Watch anytime, from anywhere

- Support the Charter for Compassion’s global work

 One-Time Fee: $10 USD

 Platform: RingCentral (access link provided after purchase)

*If you’d like to give a bit more, you can choose any amount — every gift
helps compassion grow.

(If you were a presenter, you do not have to purchase access to
rewatch recordings!)

Register to Access Recordings Here

 

https://charterforcompassion.civiplus.net/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=24
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Learn More and Register Here

Harmony of Humanity: Exploring
Common Ground Through Music
with Marilyn Turkovich

Every Wednesday, through July
8am PDT / 9am MDT / 10am CDT / 11am
EDT / 4pm UTC / 5pm SAST / 8:30pm IST

Music has been an integral part of every culture
throughout history, reflecting the unique
characteristics and traditions of different
societies. From the rhythmic beats of African
drums to the intricate melodies of Indian ragas,
music provides insight into the lives, histories,
and identities of people around the world. By
studying various musical traditions, we gain a
deeper appreciation for the diversity and
richness of global cultures.

 

https://charterforcompassion.org/what-we-do/offer-compassionate-education/webinar-series/harmony-of-humanity-exploring-common-ground-through-music.html
https://charterforcompassion.org/what-we-do/offer-compassionate-education/webinar-series/harmony-of-humanity-exploring-common-ground-through-music.html
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Planting Seeds of Compassion:
A Guide on how to Start Your
Compassionate Community
Initiative 

May 20 & 27 Morning for Pacific Time
8am PDT / 9am MDT / 10am CDT / 11am
EDT / 4pm UTC / 5pm SAST / 8:30pm IST
REGISTER HERE FOR AM SESSIONS

or

May 21 & 28 Afternoon for Pacific Time
4pm PDT / 5pm MDT / 6pm CDT / 7pm EDT
/ (May 22 & 29) 9am AEDT  / 11am NZST 
REGISTER HERE FOR PM SESSIONS

You’re ready to make a difference—and we’re
here to help you take that first step.

No matter where you live or what your
community looks like, the principles of starting a
compassionate community initiative are the
same. It all begins with building a team,
anchoring your effort in trust, shared values, and
a collective vision.

Join us for this two-part global course, designed
to meet the needs of changemakers in every
time zone. Each session is 90 minutes and
offered at two different times to ensure
accessibility for participants around the world.

 

https://charterforcompassion.civiplus.net/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=176
https://charterforcompassion.civiplus.net/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=177
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Learn More and Register Here

Compassion Circle:
The Charter Sangha

Saturday, May 31
9am PDT / 10am MDT / 11am CDT / 12pm
EDT / 5pm UTC / 6pm SAST / 9.30pm IST

On the last Saturday of every month, the Charter
for Compassion offers a 90-minute practice of
people coming together to be in a Circle, a
Sangha.

 

Learn More and Register Here

Kitchen Table Chat
with the Health Sector

Friday, June 6
8:30am PDT / 9:30am MDT / 10:30am CDT
/ 11:30am EDT / 4:30pm UTC / 5:30pm
SAST / 9pm IST

Every First Friday of Every Month the Health
sector invites everyone to join and share what's
happening with friends in our work to elevate
compassion in Health.

 

https://charterforcompassion.org/news-events/sangha.html
https://charterforcompassion.org/news-events/sangha.html
https://charterforcompassion.org/news-events/special-events/kitchen-table-chat.html
https://charterforcompassion.org/news-events/special-events/kitchen-table-chat.html
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Learn More and Register Here

Global Read: Why Didn't You Come Sooner?
By Nobel Peace Laureate KAILASH SATYARTHI
 

Thursday, June 12
6am PDT / 7am MDT / 8am CDT / 9am EDT / 2pm UTC / 3pm SAST
/ 6.30pm IST / 11pm AEST

Compassion in Action. Stories of Children Rescued From Slavery.

The work of rescuing children from slavery is not for the faint of heart, as
the twelve gut-wrenching accounts in this book will show. Harder still is to
give them their life back, after they've been kidnapped, trafficked, sold,
abused and made to work in horrific conditions,often for as long as they
can remember.

Kailash Satyarthi's own life and mission were entwined with the journeys of
these children. Having lived through unspeakable trauma, they had lost
faith in humanity. But behind their reticence, behind their scraggy limbs
and calloused hands and feet, hope still endured.

This book tells the story of their shared struggle for justice and dignity-
from the raid and rescue operations of Satyarthi's Bachpan Bachao
Andolan, to international campaigns for child rights. It is a testament both
to the courage of the human spirit and to the power of compassion.
 

 

https://charterforcompassion.org/featured/global-read/why-didnt-you-come-sooner.html
https://charterforcompassion.org/featured/global-read/why-didnt-you-come-sooner.html
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Learn More and Register Here

Allies in Action: Community &
Partner Chats

Canada Chat
Wednesday, June 11
4:30pm PDT / 5:30pm MDT / 6:30pm CDT /
7:30pm EDT

UK Chat
Tuesday, June 24
5pm UTC / 9am PT

US Chat
Tuesday, June 24
1pm PDT / 2pm MDT / 3pm CDT / 4pm EDT

New Zealand & Australia Chat
Wednesday, July 2 (NZDT/AEDT)
7am AEDT / 9am NZDT
Tuesday, July 1 @ 2pm PDT

At these gatherings, we aim to foster meaningful
conversations, exchange innovative ideas, and
address any concerns that you may have.

If you belong to a Compassionate Community,
are part of a partner organization, or signed the
Charter for Compassion and live in the Countries
mentioned above, these chats are for you.

 

ICYMI: In Case You Missed It!
May 19

Global Read: Sage Warrior with Valarie Kaur

May 14 & 15

Re-Watch: The Compassionate Action
Conference

 

https://charterforcompassion.org/what-we-do/build-compassionate-communities/webinar-series/allies-in-action.html
https://charterforcompassion.org/what-we-do/build-compassionate-communities/webinar-series/allies-in-action.html
https://charterforcompassion.civiplus.net/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=179
https://charterforcompassion.civiplus.net/civicrm/event/info?id=181&reset=1
https://charterforcompassion.civiplus.net/civicrm/event/info?id=180&reset=1
https://charterforcompassion.civiplus.net/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=182
https://youtu.be/8JGAza0HnVw?si=z_CPOcQFKQGgKAwy
https://charterforcompassion.civiplus.net/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=24
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Learn More and Register Here

WorldPride 2025 + OUR PRIDE Shorts & Arts Fest
 

May 22nd - June 30th, 2025, Online!

Faced with rising challenges, Charter for Compassion partner organization
Rainbow Advocacy is launching Voices of Solidarity, a worldwide arts and
social justice initiative.

The program includes the Voices of Solidarity 2025 Global Gatherings, a
series of free virtual events throughout June coinciding with major Pride
celebrations, featuring creative works and discussions from the LGBTQIA+
community and allies. The Gatherings are part of the larger OUR PRIDE
Shorts & Arts Festival, which offers paid access to a diverse collection of
international short films and artistic expressions from May 22nd to June
30th. Both initiatives aim to empower marginalized voices and foster
connection across the globe.
 

From our Partners

 

https://charterforcompassion.org/news-events/read-our-blog/read-blog.html/article/2025/05/04/announcing-voices-of-solidarity
https://charterforcompassion.org/news-events/read-our-blog/read-blog.html/article/2025/05/04/announcing-voices-of-solidarity
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Learn More Here

Ron Kovic Peace Prize:
Submissions are open for 2025

Final Deadline: SEPTEMBER 1ST

This award is all about local and world peace.
We’re looking for short films that show how non-
violence can solve the world’s biggest challenges.
If your film tells a powerful story about peace,
this prize could be yours!

 

Learn More and Register Here

New Virtual, Self-Paced Course:
Introducing Interspirituality with
ProSocial Spirituality
Are you seeking a deeper spiritual connection?

ProSocial Spirituality blends scientific wisdom
with spiritual traditions to create meaningful
transformation. Start your journey on your own
time with our introductory self-paced
course. This course explores Wayne Teasdale’s
Nine Elements of Universal Spirituality, providing
a self-paced journey for personal growth and
inner transformation.

 

http://myhero.com/ron-kovic-peace-prize
http://myhero.com/ron-kovic-peace-prize
https://charterforcompassion.org/charter-education-institute/introducing-interspirituality.html
https://charterforcompassion.org/charter-education-institute/introducing-interspirituality.html
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Learn More on How to Become a
GoldenRuleism Ambassador

GoldenRuleism Ambassadors
A GoldenRuleism Ambassador is anyone
committed to positively impacting their
community and the world. This role is not
defined by status or position but by the
willingness to practice empathy and kindness in
everyday interactions. Whether you are a
community leader, educator, student, or simply
someone who believes in the power of
GoldenRuleism, you can become an ambassador.

If you are a Partner organization, or belong to a registered Compassionate
City/Community with us, and want to promote your events in The Spark,
the Charter for Compassion's newsletter, email
contact@charterforcompassion.org 

 

If you'd like to be featured in the LIVE show,
email felipe@charterforcompassion.org

 

https://goldenruleismcan.org/goldenruleism-ambassadors/
https://goldenruleismcan.org/goldenruleism-ambassadors/
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Featured items on the Store

Shop Baby Onesies

Baby Onesie

US$22

Dress your baby to the nines with
this 100% cotton one piece. It has
three snap leg closure for easy
changing, a comfortable envelope
neckline, and a beautiful print that's
bound to get the baby all happy and
giggling.

Shop Water Bottles

Stainless Steel Water
Bottle

US$25

This 17-ounce, double-walled
stainless steel water bottle is
perfect for your daily outings. It will
keep your drink of choice hot or
cold for hours. It also features an
odor- and leak-proof cap.

 

 

https://charterforcompassion.store/search?q=onesie&options%5Bprefix%5D=last
https://charterforcompassion.store/products/ripples-rainbow-onesie-white-print
https://charterforcompassion.store/collections/water-bottles?_pos=1&_psq=bottles&_ss=e&_v=1.0
https://charterforcompassion.store/products/compassion-english-rainbow-stainless-steel-water-bottle
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Charter for Compassion, 2025

You are receiving this newsletter
because you signed up for it, or
participated in a course, meeting, or
webinar with the Charter for
Compassion. 

                 

Unsubscribe
Charter for Compassion
PO Box 10787
Bainbridge Island, Washington
98110

https://www.facebook.com/CharterforCompassion/
https://bsky.app/profile/chartercompassion.bsky.social
https://charterforcompassion.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/charterforcompassion
https://www.instagram.com/charterforcompassion/
https://www.youtube.com/charterforcompassion
https://charterforcompassion.civiplus.net/civicrm/mailing/optout?reset=1&jid=&qid=&h=fakehash

