
Trees 
In Literature, 
History, Art,  
Psychology 

Biology, Politics, 
Health,  

Environmental Studies, 
Religious Studies, 

Philosophy 
Happiness  . . .   

 
Not to mention  

Nutrition 



 
 

Rev. Ann Helmke, in the name of the international “Compassionate Tree 

Project” of the Charter for Compassion Movement, spoke as a “Compassion 

Tree” was planted at UIW on Peace Day, Oct. 29, 2019.                                           

     Learn more at https://saccvi.blogspot.com/search?q=compassion+tree 

 

Service Learning on the 
importance of trees                                   

 

You are invited as classes, groups, 
families, and individuals to adopt and 
plant trees 
 

 
 

https://saccvi.blogspot.com/search?q=compassion+tree


Trees help lessen the impact of climate change. 
They absorb carbon dioxide from our atmosphere. 
In fact, an acre of mature trees absorbs annually 
the same amount of carbon dioxide produced by 
driving the average car 26,000 miles. 
 
Trees help us breathe clean air. Trees absorb 
pollutant gases (nitrogen oxides, ammonia, sulfur 
dioxide and ozone) and filter particulates out of the 
air by trapping them on their leaves and bark.   
 
Trees help communities. Trees help communities 
achieve long-term economic and environmental 
sustainability and provide food, energy and income. 
This is especially beneficial for poor and vulnerable 
communities. 
 
A new study found that adding 2.2 billion acres of 
tree cover would capture two-thirds of manmade 
carbon emissions. The Catholic community can 
have a dramatic impact if we all step up and plant 
trees. 
 
 
 
Learn more of St. Francis of Assisi, Patron of Ecology and 
how faith calls people to care for creation 

  Why plant trees?   

 
 



    Planting           
    Compassion:  

     Tree by Tree by Tree 
  Be a part of the Charter for             
  Compassion global movement and  
  grow in compassion for self and  
  others, contribute compassion to  
  systems, and live in compassion for  
  earth and all creatures.   
 
   Learn how faith calls people to care   
   for creation through the Catholic  
   Climate movement based on  
   Laudato Si by Pope Francis  
     https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/ 

 
   Contact the UIW Ettling Center for Civic Leadership 
   and Sustainability for more information on how to  
   develop service learning projects and where to adopt  
   trees (at no cost except a loving commitment to care  
   for them) https://www.uiw.edu/eccl/         
       
                                        Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate  

Word Justice, Peace, and Integrity of 
Creation Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-Bg_xEhI5ySc/XdRyiwVqyOI/AAAAAAAAkVw/M6kaqgCEXOk5zzycFHSDyD3XRESzps7dwCLcBGAsYHQ/s1600/Students%2Binteracting%2B14_6.JPG
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-Bg_xEhI5ySc/XdRyiwVqyOI/AAAAAAAAkVw/M6kaqgCEXOk5zzycFHSDyD3XRESzps7dwCLcBGAsYHQ/s1600/Students%2Binteracting%2B14_6.JPG
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/
https://www.uiw.edu/eccl/


Compassion Tree Project (CTP) 
San Antonio 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Background 

The Compassion Tree Project (CTP) starts at a local level 
as a symbolic representation of the commitment and  
responsibility to re-green the world. It then expands be- 
yond its own location and moves to support already- 

existing re-greening efforts locally and around the world. 
The Compassion Tree Project joins us all together in a 
single global effort, connecting us all in our common hu- 
manity. It mobilizes us to take action to do something 
about devastated lands and the climate crisis. We will be 
planting more than bio-diversity - we will also be plant- 
ing compassion, peacemaking, and economic freedom; 
thereby restoring our planet’s ecological balance. 

              https://charterforcompassion.org/the-compassion-tree-project  

EcoCentro & Green ‘19 

Environmental Defense Fund 

SA Interfaith Environmental 

Network 

San Antonio Peace Center 

SoL Center & Green ‘19 

University of the Incarnate 

Word 

Compassion Tree Project 
Core Team 

City Council District 7 

City of San Antonio 

Compassionate SA Grassroots 

 
You are invited to 

adopt a tree!  

https://charterforcompassion.org/the-compassion-tree-project


Current Tree Planting Initiatives & Investments 
City of San Antonio Parks & Recreation Department 

 

Overview 

In coordination with the Compassion Tree Project core team, the 
Parks and Recreation Department will serve as the City’s lead de- 
partment. This will include compiling suggestions and infor- 
mation from partners as well as tracking and tabulating all tree 
planting efforts associated with this project. 

The Parks and Recreation Department manages the Tree Mitiga- 
tion and Canopy Protection funds and has led the City’s effort to 
increase tree canopy throughout San Antonio. Since 2006, over 
100,000 trees have been adopted out or planted with these funds. 

For FY2020, the department plans to adopt and plant 15,000 
trees. 

Community Tree Adoption Events 

Tree adoptions are held monthly. The department provides trees 
at more than 40 adoption events per year during the planting sea- 
son (September – April). These are a combination of 1 and 5 gal- 
lon native shade/ornamental and fruit trees that are all well suited 
to the San Antonio region. Tree planting projects, partnerships, 
and initiatives include: 

• CPS-Energy Green Shade Rebate Program; 

• Neighborhood Tree Program; 

• Under One Roof; 

• University/college partnerships; and 

• Westside Creeks. 

These are sizeable tree planting projects where large native trees 
are installed. 

Types of Trees 

The department currently uses over 30 different species of trees 
for adoption events and planting projects. Although there is con- 
cern for some tree species that are known to produce higher 
amounts of biogenic volatile organic compounds (VOC’s), we rec- 
ommend a diverse mixture of tree species to be used for this pro- 
ject. A wide mix of native shade, ornamental, fruit and nut trees 
will help to ensure that all ecosystem benefits such as lower tem- 
peratures, improved water quality, and carbon storage that are 
provided by these trees will be maximized. 

Alamo Area Master Natu- 

ralists 

Alamo Forest Partnership 

Bexar County Master Gar- 

deners 

Build San Antonio Green 

Corporate Sponsorships 

CPS Energy 

Local College and Univer- 

sities 

Local School Districts 

National Park Service 

Neighborhood Associa- 

tion 

San Antonio River 

Authority (SARA) 

San Antonio Faith Based 

Coalition 

San Antonio Housing Au- 

thority 

SAWS 

Texas A&M Forest Service 

Potential Community 

Partners: 



 In October 2019, San Antonio City Councilwoman 

Ana Sandoval, who was serving as mayor pro tem at a 

global conference in Monterrey, Mexico, accepted a 

challenge from that Sister City to plant 40,000 trees in 

San Antonio.  Monterrey has already planted over 

30,000 as part of the Compassion Tree Project in the 

International Charter for Compassion’s effort to re-

green the world. The oxygen from each tree helps in 

the face of climate change.  

 
 

Stewardship 
When feasible, the Compassionate Tree Project 
should focus on tree planting events that engage 
the community and volunteers. This outreach 
creates a stewardship model and promotes the 
importance of nature and the overall benefits  
trees have on our environment. 

 
 


