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Title:  Affirm a Charter of Compassion and the City of Sacramento as a City of 

Compassion  
 
Location: Citywide 
 
Recommendation: Pass a Resolution affirming a Charter of Compassion and the City of 
Sacramento’s Status as a City of Compassion. 
 
Contact: Fran Halbakken, Assistant City Manager, (916) 808-7194, Office of the City Manager 
 

Presenter: None 
 
Attachments:  
1- Description/Analysis 
2- Resolution 
3- Exhibit A 
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Description/Analysis 
 
Issue Detail:  This report recommends that the City of Sacramento join an international 
movement to bring compassion to the forefront of civic and community activities.  Under this 
movement, communities pronounce, among other things, that the needs and well-being of the 
entire community are a priority, and that all people are to be treated with compassion, kindness 
and respect.   Communities acknowledge their commitment to being a compassionate 
community by affirming the Charter for Compassion International’s (CCI), Charter for 
Compassion, and joining a global network of cities, towns, townships, shires, hamlets, villages, 
neighborhoods, islands, states, provinces, counties, republics, and countries. 
 
Compassionate Capitol Region (CCR), is a grassroots effort to expand the concept of 
compassionate communities in the six-county region of Sacramento, Yolo, Sutter, Placer, El 
Dorado, Yuba and Nevada. CCR has invited the City of Sacramento to become the first official 
City of Compassion in the greater Sacramento area. Recently the cities of Fremont and 
Sonoma and Napa County have passed resolutions.  
 
This can mean the following for the City of Sacramento: 
 

 Can have a positive effect on an individual citizen’s perception of others within their 
community who hold different beliefs and traditions; 

 Mayor, City Council and the City organization can use the designation in projects and 
calls to action for inclusion, diversity and civic engagement; and  

 Connection to and partnership with worldwide network of cities and mayors around 
shared engagement that is motivated by compassion.  

 
Policy Considerations: This action is consistent with the Council stated goals of inclusion and 
diversity. 
 
Economic Impacts:  N/A 
 
Environmental Considerations:  
 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): The recommendation in this report is 
not a project under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), because it does 
not involve a commitment to a specific project which may result in a potentially 
significant physical impact on the environment, as contemplated by Title 14, California 
Code of Regulations, Section 15378 (b)(4). 

 
Sustainability: N/A 
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Commission/Committee Action: N/A 
 
Rationale for Recommendation: Compassionate Capitol Region extended an invitation to the 
City of Sacramento to develop a partnership with a worldwide network of cities and mayors 
around shared engagement that is motivated by compassion. Joining this partnership will 
further the City’s goals in this area, and with its inclusion and diversity. 
 
Financial Considerations: N/A 
 
Local Business Enterprise (LBE): N/A 

 
 

Page 3 of 6



RESOLUTION NO. 

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council 

AFFIRMATION OF THE CHARTER FOR COMPASSION AND THE CITY OF 
SACRAMENTO AS A CITY OF COMPASSION

BACKGROUND

A. The Charter for Compassion, initiated by Karen Armstrong, was unveiled at the
United Nations in 2009, and in partnership with the Dalai Lama. It carries a vision 
of creating a global society adhering to the principles of treating others with 
kindness and understanding, which leads to compassionate action.

B. There is now a growing worldwide network of communities that have affirmed the
Charter for Compassion.

C. There is an active group of Sacramento organizations and residents– including 
Compassionate Capitol Region, the Sacramento Interfaith Council, the 
Sacramento Region Community Foundation, The Placer Community Foundation, 
The Yolo Community Foundation, CAIR, and The United Nations Association 
Sacramento Chapter, that have been working to expand the cause of caring 
communities and compassion.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The principle of compassion lies at the heart of all ethical and spiritual
traditions, calling us always to treat all others with respect and an 
understanding of their struggles and strengths.

Section 2. It is also necessary in both public and private life to look for ways to 
alleviate the cause of pain in others, and to foster a community of 
inclusion, understanding the contributions of our diverse cultures.

Section 3. We therefore affirm the attached Charter for Compassion (Exhibit 
A) and our commitment to build caring communities; to encourage a
positive appreciation of diversity; and to cultivate an informed
empathy with the suffering of others.
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Section 4. The City Council will be moved by compassion in is its public policy 
considerations.

Section 5 The City Council encourages all public organizations and the citizens of
the Sacramento region to affirm the Charter for Compassion and to strive 
to be more caring and compassionate toward each other.

Table of Contents:

Exhibit A:  Charter for Compassion
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The Charter for Compassion 

The principle of compassion lies at the heart of all religious, ethical, and spiritual traditions, calling us 

always to treat all others as we wish to be treated ourselves. Compassion impels us to work tirelessly to 

alleviate the suffering of our fellow creatures, to dethrone ourselves from the center of our world and 

put another there, and to honor the inviolable sanctity of every single human being, treating everybody, 

without exception, with absolute justice, equity, and respect.  

It is also necessary in both public and private life to refrain consistently and empathically from inflicting 

pain. To act or speak violently out of spite, chauvinism, or self-interest, to impoverish, exploit or deny 

basic rights to anybody, and to incite hatred by denigrating others—even our enemies—is a denial of 

our common humanity. We acknowledge that we have failed to live compassionately and that some 

have even increased the sum of human misery in the name of religion. 

We therefore call upon all men and women to restore compassion to the center of morality and religion 

~ to return to the ancient principle that any interpretation of scripture that breeds violence, hatred or 

disdain is illegitimate ~ to ensure that youth are given accurate and respectful information about other 

traditions, religions and cultures ~ to encourage a positive appreciation of cultural and religious diversity 

~ to cultivate an informed empathy with the suffering of all human beings—even those regarded as 

enemies. 

We urgently need to make compassion a clear, luminous, and dynamic force in our polarized world. 

Rooted in a principled determination to transcend selfishness, compassion can break down political, 

dogmatic, ideological, and religious boundaries. Born of our deep interdependence, compassion is 

essential to human relationships and to a fulfilled humanity. It is the path to enlightenment, and 

indispensable to the creation of a just economy and a peaceful global community. 
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